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Thank you for 

taking the time 

to read this 

presentation 
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We apologise we 
can’t come and 

hold the intended 
briefing at this 

time due to 
COVID-19 

restrictions 

We look 

forward to 

being able to 

visit soon 
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Why we are completing this project 

• The Greenbushes to Kirup Link is part of a wider scheme of 

work creating the Bridgetown Regional Water Supply 

Scheme. 

• This scheme connects the towns of Kirup, Mullalyup, 

Balingup, Greenbushes, Bridgetown, Nannup and Manjimup 

to the same scheme. Prior to this, each town was supplies by 

their own local source.  

• Connecting multiple towns to a water source allows us to 

supply climate resilient and consistent, high quality water. 
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Where is the project being 
completed 

• Approximately 16kms of pipe will be laid between Mullalyup and 
North Greenbushes.  

• Installation of new assets at our sites in Mullalyup, Balingup and 
Kirup. We will also be decommissioning existing assets along the 
route. 

• The pipeline route has been determined following significant 
consultation on environmental, heritage, and social (housing/land 
ownership and stakeholder) factors. 

• We have also had to consider constructability when designing the 
route.  
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Map of Complete Pipeline Route  
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Project progress  

• The project was activated in 2009 – the Corporation has been 
working on various designs in this period to reduce the project 
impacts. 

• Much of this time has been spent consulting with stakeholders 
and receiving the required approvals. 

• Water Corporation is required to meet stringent State and 
Federal regulations.  

• Through this process, a number of changes have occurred 
including the removal of proposed tanks and pump station, 
and the length and route of the pipeline. 
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Environmental Approvals 



Our commitment to the Environment 
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• The project team includes a dedicated Senior Advisor from our 
Environmental branch. 

• Environmental considerations have been one of the top priorities 
during the planning stages of this project. 

• Much of the design work and engineering considerations have been 
around reducing our environmental impact. A number of routes have 
been considered and the final route has been chosen as it has the 
least impact on existing trees. 

• Water Corporation maintains a deep commitment to the protection 
of our natural environment and has recently adopted Lowest 
Environmental Impact as one of our key corporate goals and 
measures 
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Example of our environmental 
analysis 
This photo is an example 

of the type of investigative 

work we have completed. 

Along the entire route each 

tree has been located, and 

those that will be cleared 

have been clearly 
highlighted. A great level of 

attention has been shown 
to ensure our modelling 

and approvals are correct.  

Key:  
Red - tree to be cleared 
Green - identified tree 

Blue line– pipeline location  
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Environmental Approvals 

• Approvals granted by both Federal and State departments 

are a bilateral agreement . 

• This means that the State Department of Water and 

Environmental Regulation (DWER) and the Commonwealth 

Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment  have 

assessed our application, provided conditions on approval, 

and these have then been agreed to by both agencies. 

• The nature of a bilateral agreement requires extensive liaison 

between the two departments. 
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State Government Approvals 

• Water Corporation applied for a clearing permit from the State 
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation in 
February 2019. 

• The clearing permit allows Water Corporation to undertake 
the required vegetation clearing and also outlines what 
considerations need to be made during construction, and 
what offsets need to be in place after construction. 

• Approval was provided in February 2020. The published 
approval can be found here  

 

https://cps.dwer.wa.gov.au/edrms/publicDer/32442/A1864628.pdf
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State Government Approvals 

• We will be clearing approximately 4.81 hectares of vegetation out of 
a 15.27 hectare project footprint. 

• The route chosen for the pipeline is a large part of why we will be 
clearing less than 32% of the entire project footprint. 

• A large part of design considerations has been the reduction in 
clearing, and the route chosen minimises these impacts to the 
greatest possible extent.  

• Out of 477 significant trees (meaning a tree that has a trunk greater 
than 500mm in diameter), we will only be clearing 64. Ten of which 
contain breeding hollows suitable for black cockatoos. No hollows 
showed signs of active breeding. 
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Federal Government Approvals 

• The Australian Government’s environmental process is 
governed by the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).  

• The EPBC covers matters of national environmental 

significance including nationally threaten species – including 

black cockatoos. 

• It is the presence of black cockatoo habitat along the project 

route that has required us to receive federal approval. 



What actions have been applied to 
the project? 
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• Our clearing permit allows for up to 

4.81 hectares of clearing – and we 

have agreed to offset this with 45 

hectares of established bushland. 

• The permit clearly states that we 

must carefully inspect all trees prior 

to construction in the area, and if any 

trees have evidence of being used as 

breeding sites, the tree must remain. 

• Slow, one directional clearing is to 

take place which allows fauna to 

evacuate the area 

 

• We must contract an expert to 

inspect all trees cleared to asses if 

there were any suitable hollows 

within one week.  

• We must install artificial nesting 

hollows at a 3:1 ratio. This means at 

a minimum 30 nesting hollows will be 

installed and maintained for a 

minimum of 10 years. 

 



Examples of artificial hollows 
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More information can be 

found at the Department 

of Biodiversity, 

Conservation and 

Attractions info sheet 
here  

 

 

Hollow made from a log with a side 

cut entrance 

Hollow made from a pipe 

with top entrance 

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/images/plants-animals/threatened-species/carnabys_artificial_hollows_-_design_and_place_2015.pdf


Next steps 

16 

• There are strict conditions applied to our 

environmental approvals that must be 

followed during construction.  

• These will be closely monitored by 

experts in the field, as well as Water 
Corporation quality assurance advisors. 

• All contractors who bid to complete the 

work will be made aware of these 

conditions and must comply at all times 

during construction.  

 

 



Next steps 
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• A Construction Environmental Management Framework has been created for the construction 
period of the project. This to be used by the approved contactor completing the work. 

• This will cover: 

– Minimise vegetation clearing and the area of disturbance on the ground by utilising existing 
cleared areas where possible; 

– Before any clearing takes place environmental experts with the contractor will clearly identify 
and mark the trees to be cleared; 

– Millable timber will be identified and salvaged for re-use; 

– Dieback management controls will be implemented during the construction phase; 

– All staff and contractors involved in clearing activities will be inducted on the potential impacts to 
fauna; 

– An inspection of trees to be cleared with hollows will be undertaken to ensure there are no 
breeding activity present at that time.  
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Heritage considerations  
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Aboriginal Heritage  

We would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the project 
location - the Gnaala Karla Booja Noongar people. 

• We have undertaken in-depth Aboriginal Heritage surveys which 
have identified two locations of significance. 

• These are the locations where we will cross waterways associated 
with the Blackwood River at the Balingup Brook and the Spring 
Creek. 

• We will complete this work during the summer when the river is dry, 
but will still require approval under Section 10 of the Aboriginal 
Heritage Act 1972 to proceed with these crossings. 

 



European Heritage  
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As well as conducting an 
Aboriginal Heritage survey we 
also conducted an Archaeological 
Heritage survey. 

• This survey was undertaken by 
Arcae-aus Pty Ltd 

• They identified two key areas 
that must be considered by 
Water Corporation during the 
construction phase of this 
project. 
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European Heritage – survey report 

• The report was conducted in September 2019, with the Shire 
of Donnybrook – Balingup’s Manager of Development 
Services, and Mr John Ranieri. 

• The main focus of the survey and report was Old Padbury 
Road. This area is listed in the Shire’s Municipal Heritage 
Inventory and the State Heritage Office’s Places Database. 

• The report outlines not only potential impact on heritage 
places, but also recommends steps to take during and after 
construction. 

 

 



European Heritage  
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The two areas of significant interest are shown here listed as Surface 1 and 2 
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European Heritage – survey report 

• The majority of the pipeline will be laid in Department of 

Conservation, Biodiversity and Conservation land to the west 

side of Old Padbury Road. This will follow a similar alignment 

of the existing water main. 

• The historical road surface that is visible runs for 

approximately 60 metres, and will not be disturbed by our 

construction (Surface 1 as shown in pervious map).  
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Surface 1 
This area will remain entirely untouched by our construction  

 



European Heritage – survey report  
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 • The second area of interest (Surface two) is located between 

the intersection of Hay Road and the railway crossing.  

• In this area we will be constructing within the road surface, to 

avoid significant environmental disruption.  

• Due to the location of this section of construction, the survey 

report outlines a number of steps to take to ensure no 

damage or significant disturbance to any archaeological 

artefacts. 



European Heritage – considerations 
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• A suitably qualified and 

experienced historical 

archaeologist (the Project 

Archaeologist) will be present on 

site. 

• The work program will be flexible 

to allow for recording, excavation 

and salvage of any significant 

finds. 

• If archaeological material is 

located outside the two risk 

areas, contractor to seek advice 

from the Project Archaeologist.  

• To enable reinstatement of the 
trafficable road surface, any 

cobblestones that are uncovered 

during the work will not be 

reinstated. 

  



European Heritage – considerations 
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 • Intensive investigation and consideration has been given to 

the artefacts located along Old Padbury Road. 

• Recommendations by the independent report will be adhered 

to. 

• If artefacts are found, it will be in consultation with the Shire 

and community that their final location will be determined. 

• Water Corporation has agreed to support the BPA in its 

project to outline the stones by supporting a signage project. 
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Balingup Town 
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Construction in Town 

• Part of the construction will take place 
along South West Highway within Balingup 
Town.  

• This part of the route has been chosen 
specifically to reduce impacts on home 
and business owners in Balingup. 

• We are aware that the Town is reliant on 
visitors and is rightly proud of its 
aesthetics. We have committed to ensuring 
we impact foot traffic as little as possible 
and will reinstate the area to a minimum of 
pre-existing condition. 
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Considerations made 

• We have spoken with a number of business owners within Balingup 
through out the project process. 

• We acknowledge that construction in town is disruptive to business, 
but we have committed to a number of agreements to ensure that 
this impact in minimised. 

• We have worked closely with Main Roads and the Shire of 
Donnybrook-Balingup to ensure all parties have agreed to our 
proposed actions. 

• Water Corporation will be installing a second feed in to the town of 
Balingup from the new pipeline for security of supply. 
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Agreements made 

• We will work in the parking bays along South West Highway to keep 
footpaths open and allow traffic to move freely.  

• We will schedule the work as much as possible to avoid all public 
holidays, school holidays, and festivals. We know this is a busier 
period for businesses. 

• We have agreed to communicate exact work times as soon as they 
are known, and to restrict work to two weeks within town. 

• All contractors will be given extensive Community Engagement 
training to ensure they are able to assist both residents, visitors and 
businesses as much as possible. 

• There will be a website and email distribution list that enables 
people to keep up to date with work progress. 



Please contact 

us for further 

information or if 

you have any 

questions  
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33 

Further information available 

• If you would like any further information about anything mentioned in 

this presentation, we will endeavour to provide it to you. 

• We have a number of maps and reports that we are happy to share, 

but are too detailed to be added into this presentation. 

• We would like to offer a Q&A session to members of the BPA, with 

pre-submitted questions to be answered via the online service 

Webex. 

• The project is scheduled to start in late-2020, however with the 

current climate we are unable to make any commitments to timing. 
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Follow up 

• We apologise we can not attend in person at the moment due 
to State Government travel and social distancing guidelines 
surrounding COVID-19. We will reschedule the intended site 
visit as soon as we can. 

• If you have any questions at this stage, please contact us on 
the below details 

– Jen Woollard – Community Engagement Advisor 

o Jen.Woollard@watercorporation.com.au or 9420 2651 

– Ian Bierman – Senior Project Manager 

o Ian.Bierman@watercorporation.com.au or 9420 3741 

https://nexus.watercorporation.com.au/otcsdav/nodes/43460752/mailto:Jen.Woollard@watercorporation.com.au
https://nexus.watercorporation.com.au/otcsdav/nodes/43460752/mailto:Ian.Bierman@watercorporation.com.au


Thank you 
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